Orally Citing Sources: The Basics

Here are some examples of how to cite sources in the body of your speech.  

· According to The Spur of April, 2013, the number of….

· The number of points lost due to improper use of in-speech citations last year was over 4.6 million at the Berry campus alone states the April 2013 issue of The Spur.

· The article goes on to explain that repetitive citations also decreased point values.

· Earlier this year in April, The Spur announced that the number of…

· Dr. Hugh Jazz, the Vice Dean for the College of Fashion, disagreed with this statistic, stating during a personal interview in May of 2013 that he estimated the number of points lost to be closer to 5 million based on recent survey results.

· While some students thought this problem no longer existed, The Spur of April, 2013 argues that this problem still affects over 90% of the current student population.

Getting the picture?  Other good words to substitute in there:

· Reported

· Declared

· Explored

· Noted

· Argued 

· Found
· Argued

· Assumed

· Believed

· Concluded

· Contended

· Defined

· Described

· Developed

· Extended

· Explained

· Identified

· Investigated

· Maintained

· Observed

· Presented

· Proposed

· Questioned

· Reasoned

· Replied

· Showed

· Suggested

· Thought

· Viewed

So I should include the:

· Information Source 

· Month/Year published/stated

· Name of person who said it (if it increases credibility without becoming too wordy)


Okay, so how SHOULDN’T it be done?



· An article entitled “SMSU Students Losing Points” from the February 31, 2012 hardcopy newspaper found through the library database EBSCO Host states that…


	Source:
	The New York Times article: “Facial Expressions and Acting”

	Type:
	Newspaper (online edition)

	Date:
	February 14, 2012

	Author:
	James Marsden

	
	

	Source:
	The Chattanooga Press article: “Women Deserve Respect”

	Type:
	Newspaper (print)

	Date:
	July 17, 2011

	Author:
	Jennifer Aniston

	
	

	Source:
	Eat More Butter

	Type:
	Video Documentary

	Date:
	2005

	Author:
	Paula Dean

	
	

	Source:
	Horror Books are Good for Children

	Type:
	Nonfiction Book

	Date:
	2007

	Author:
	Stephen King

	
	

	Source:
	529

	Type:
	Online news blog connected to CNN analyzing political polling data

	Date:
	Entry for October 10, 2012

	Author:
	Ryan Sylvester

	
	

	Source:
	Interview

	Type:
	Personal Communication

	Date:
	June 4, 2004

	Author:
	Condoleeza Rice

	
	

	Source:
	Country Living article: How to Respond to a Cheating Significant Other

	Type:
	Magazine 

	Date:
	April 2006

	Author:
	Carrie Underwood

	
	

	Source:
	Entry: Superheros Cry Too

	Type:
	Blog: Under the Mask

	Date:
	November 15, 2008

	Author:
	Batman

	
	

	Source:
	It’s Not Easy Being Green, Kermit? You Don’t Know the Half of It

	Type:
	Biographical Book

	Date:
	March 2005

	Author:
	Bruce Banner

	
	

	Source:
	Why I Changed My Last Name

	Type:
	Biographical Book

	Date:
	December 1987

	Author:
	Hilary Clinton

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Source:
	For the Last Time, No, Zombies Aren’t a Real Thing

	Type:
	Quarterly Newsletter of Statistics and Research

	Date:
	December 2007

	Author:
	Center for Disease Control

	
	

	Source:
	Reference Material Chapter: Growing Plants Requires Dirt

	Type:
	Book: Farmer’s Almanac

	Date:
	2009

	Author:
	Seymour Cows

	
	

	Source:
	Fish are Friends, Not Food

	Type:
	Website

	Date:
	No date listed

	Author:
	Dory the Fish

	
	

	Source:
	Grapes are Better for You than Raisins

	Type:
	Pamphlet distributed at Parades

	Date:
	April 2010

	Author:
	California Raisins

	
	

	Source:
	A Spoonful of Sugar

	Type:
	Journal: Unconventional Medicine

	Date:
	Volume 25: 1 (2004)

	Author:
	Mary Poppins

	
	

	
	

	Source:
	Why Public Radio is Necessary

	Type:
	NPR Webcast

	Date:
	September 15, 2008

	Author:
	Keepa MeOntheair

	
	

	Source:
	Entry: Glossophobia

	Type:
	Encyclopedia article

	Date:
	2003

	Author:
	Brittanica

	
	

	Source:
	The Pointlessness of Mondays

	Type:
	Documentary: Television

	Date:
	May 28, 2003

	Author:
	Garfield the Cat

	
	

	Source:
	The Importance of Hairspray

	Type:
	Radio Broadcast

	Date:
	January 25, 2004

	Author:
	Tracy Turnblad

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Source:
	None of It Went According to Plan

	Type:
	Book-Biography

	Date:
	2012

	Author:
	Elphaba

	
	

	Source:
	Balancing Solving the Questions of the Universe with a Personal Life

	Type:
	Radio Broadcast: NPR

	Date:
	July 13, 2008

	Author:
	Leonard Hofstader

	
	

	Source:
	Personal Floatation Devices

	Type:
	Government Document: Research on Airline Safety

	Date:
	February 2005

	Author:
	Dolly Parton

	
	

	Source:
	Suit Up! 

	Type:
	Magazine-Card Players’ Digest

	Date:
	June 14, 2004

	Author:
	Barney Stintson

	
	

	Source:
	“That:” Things that Break Up Relationships

	Type:
	Journal: Relationship Science

	Date:
	May 2005

	Author:
	Meatloaf

	
	

	Source:
	An Appetizing Life Requires a Little Curry

	Type:
	Taste of Home magazine

	Date:
	April 16, 2008

	Author:
	Tim Curry

	
	

	Source:
	Value of Land

	Type:
	Government Document: Real Estate Value Estimates

	Date:
	March 2004

	Author:
	Scarlett O’Hara


Instructions: Have each student (or pair them up) grab a source card (see above). Their job is to figure out how to properly orally cite the source as if in a speech. You can give them more than one too. A variation on this is when you give them 2-3 source cards and tell them to create a short speech with those sources in the speech. It usually ends up being pretty wacky. 

Do not include the title unless you really think it will aid your credibility-almost never necessary





Date doesn’t exist-but you should include a date of publication/post





If it is clearly a newspaper, you don’t need to say it’s an article





Too much detail; we want concise information.  As a listener, I care more about the credibility of the source (New York Times vs. Ma & Pa’s Nightly News) than where you found the news source.





“Spur” or “article” would give away that it is a newspaper-don’t need to include unless it is unclear where you got this source information








